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COLONEL TARLETON. 


SIR, TS 


Ir has been your chance, or your choice, 


"4 defend, more than once, the Rights of 
Great Britain againſt thoſe who wiſhed to 


ſhake off her gentle oke. Formerly vou 


did your beſt endeavours, as a ſoldier, to 


retain the rebellious Americans in dutiful | 


obedience : and now you are [exerting your 


abilities, as an orator, to preſerve our Slaves 


from emancipation. — To whom, then, 


with greater propriety. can I inſcribe the | 


following ſheets May they tend to put 


| the merits of your cauſe in their true light; 
and convey to poſterity a teſtimony of the 


eſteem in which youre hel by, Ke. 


ON Ea THE AUTHOR. 
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TY this i ny \ incoitivs; da wheel 
the moſt venerable and hoary prejudices ſeem to 

„ with precipitancy, before that blazing me- 
teor, called The Rights of Man; ſome raſh and 
inconſiderate aſſertors of thoſe rights have gone 
ſo far as to maintain, that the vile and barbarous 


Blacks of Africa have an equal claim to freedom 
_ with the reſt of the human race; and that we can- 
not, even incirectly, be acceſſory to the depriving 


them of that freedom, without diſregarding the 
paiteous cries of Nature, Humanity, and Religion; 

| which. are all vitally wounded (ſay they) by our 
enſlaving our fellow. creatures, or by. ene, at 
th it nefarious prochicn. 
and general imputations are generally overcharged; 
and have, therefore, leſs effect on the minds of 


8 1908: who think, * ſpecific. poſitive accuſations: | 
5 but 


NC vn obſerved, Is FR = ie 
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but the imputation in queſtion has been 0 often | 
_ urged and repeated with ſo much earneſtneſs, 
energy and eloquence; that the world, I find, be- 
gins to liſten to it with wonderful attention; and 
many weak ſouls ſeem, ar length, diſpoſed to be- 
lieve it to be well grounded. The profeſſed de- 
fenders of Slavery have been, comparatively, ſo 
few and ſo feeble, that their numerous and potent 
adverſaries have often obtained over them an eaſy. 
triumph: ſo that, for ſome time paſt, I have not 
heard of a ſingle pen; of any force, ae been 5 
brandiſhed on that fide of the queſtionn. 
Yet the cauſe, I apprehend, is far from 2 
deſperate. It only wants a proper and perſevering 
champion: and to ſhew. how eaſily, and, I'truſt, 
| how ſucceſsfully it may be defended; I, who am 
but a puny man, and no 3 wil venture ta 
undertake 1 its defences” cit DES 
The enemies of Slavery are, e a en 
dable phalanx, and moſt expert in the uſe of every 
weapon that can be uſed in this fort of warfare; 
Greek and Latin, French and Engliſh, Philoſophy 
and Oratory, Proſe and Verſe, have all been al- 
ternately and ſucceſſively employed to prepoſſeſs 
the unwary Vulgar againſt the Orthodox doctrine 
for which I combat. But I am not, in the leaſt; 
diſmayed: with ruth and Aubborn facts on my ſide, 
I fear not a . of foes, | Some 2 i Go- 
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| Hath may, haply, ſtep forth to defy me; ah may 
even (curſe me in the name. of his Gods: but I 
latter myſelf, that I have in my ſerip a few hard 
pebbles, which, to uſe a common phraſe, will do 
his buſineſs, if my truſty —_ but _ woman 
my on this occaſion. - | - 

As, above all things, I love sdhc, BY will 80 
to work as methodically as poſſible; and, as honeſt 
Poliniere was wont to ſay, begin by the begin- 
ning, and end by the end: a rule which too many 
modern writers ſeem greatly to neglect; for they 

often begin where 3 ſhould end, FRG end TOO. 
mw ſhould begin. 

Firſt of all then, as my opponents are conti 
nually affirming, that Slavery and the flave-trade 
are a manifeſt and cruel inſult to Nature, whom 
they repreſent as a Matron of exquiſite tender feel- 


| ings, weeping and wailing over the miſery of our 


| Negroes as R achel is ſaid to have done over the 
murdered Innocents of Bethlehem; it becomes 
neceſſary to enquire, what ſort of a being this ſame 
Nature is, and through what channel her voice of 
lamentation has een the ears of ele good : 
war . | JVC 
Indeed, from the manner in nh ſome of chem 
FE alk and write, one would think they had diſco- 
vered the receſs of the old Lady, and found her 
_ tearing her hair, and beating her breaſt, and rend- 


1 
1 8 8 


= - 
1 
{ 
il 
hd 


10 | APOLOGY FOR - SLAVERY. | 


ing her garments, on account of che ſable _ and 


daughters of Africa. One writer, in particular, a 
member of the Jacobine Club, has pourtrayed her 


in the form of a naked Eve, weeping, not over a 
captured ſlave, but over a dead fawn; and crying 
out her poor eyes at the flagitiouſneſs of men — 


for eating animal food 1—1 will take upon me : 1 
ſay, that they never detected her in this, or any 


ſuch like attitude; nor ever ſaw her at 1 but 1 in 


their own wild j 1maginations. 
We may fairly ſay of Nature, what an be 8 


725 of God: No one hath ever ſeen Her . We can 


form no idea of her, but from her viſible opera- 


tions; and ſurely theſe give us little room to think, 


that ſhe is either *tear-eyed, or tender-hearted, | 
She ſometimes indeed ſhews ſymptoms of bene- 


| volence; but it is the ſtern benevolence of an in- = 
yy different ſte p-dame, rather than the fond careſſes 
of a partial mother. In truth, ſhe ſeems to be a 


very whimſical capricious. Madam, . whoſe. blan- 
diſhments and baſtings follow one another ſo 


ſpeedily and unexpectedly, that we are totally at 
2 loſs to know, when ſhe is in jeſt, or earneſt. 


This, however, we know full well: when ſhe hap- 
pens to be-in her ſulky humours, which is very 
often, ſhe kicks without Sh and without the 
Hnalleſt; appearance c of feeling, 


8 Sn oudung ee | John i. 28; i, 


When, e et al * ah ſhe 3 | 
whole navies into the Deep—When, ſhaking the 
| ſolid earth, ſhe buries whole cities in their own 
ruins When, opening her dreadful - Volcanos, 
| he overwhelms the adjacent towns: and villages 
with liquid fire When her lightning iſſues from 
the cloud, and blaſts whatever it touches When 
her rivers inundate the plains, and ſweep away, in 
the courſe of a minute, the fruits Kesabels year's 
labour; or her mildews, in a ſingle m >, de- 
ſtroy all the huſbandman's hopes. 
marks of maternal affection? Are 
a ſympathetie diſpoſition? 

Nor is it only in her unanimate reign Ae the 
he her cruel power. Is it not She that in- 
ſpires the lion and. the tyger to tear in pieces 
and devour their prey? Is it not She that excites 
the eagle to truſs the innocent lamb, and the kite 
to dart upon the harmleſs dove? Is it not She 
that makes the blood · thirſty beagle purſue the 
timid hare, and the wily ſpider entrap the unwary 
fly? Is it nor She who bids the wolf ravage our 
fields, the fox ſteal our poultry, the locuſts cat up 
our herbs, the rats and mice our grain; and the 
ſhark ſwallow . even ourſelves? Is it not She who 
is daily tormenting us with head- achs, tooth-achs, 
| heart-achs, gouts, gravels, cheumatiſms, Palſies, | 
«pl, j SONIA 3 0 dhe whole catalogue of 


- bodily 


* 
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bodily 1515 that conſume our brittle frame? Vet 

this is the Being who is ſaid to cry, forſooth, for 

the ſavage Negroes, becauſe we force them to 

work for their own and our bread Let us hear 
no more of ſlave-making being a diſregard to the 
_ eries of Nature; —but let us next examine how far 
it is a diſregard to the cries of Humanity. 

And, here again, I would aſk the enemies to 
Slavery, if ever they have ſeen Humanity, or heard 
her pretended cries? For my part, I freely con- 
feſs, or, to ſpeak more faſhionably, I am free to | 
confeſs, that I can form no abſtract idea of Hu- 

manity, any more than of Nature; and muſt there- 
fore mentally depicture her as I do Nature, from 


x - her general influence and its effects; or as She 
appears in the whole aggregate of the human 


kind, 
Now what appearance does the there! ie on? 
That of an unfeeling, cruel, and blood-thirſt / 
 Medza, murdering her own children without re- 
morſe; or, which 1 is the ſame thing, permitting 
them to murder one another, without regret.— 
Adam has yet but two ſons, when the elder en- 
1 hates, and aſſaſſinates the younger. Is ſhe 
ſeen to drop a tear on this occaſion? We read, 5 
grant, that the voice of Abel's blood cried to 
heaven from the ground on which it was ſhed; 
but there i 18 not a word of the cries of Humanity. Is 
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Was ſhe heard to cry when <« the 83 | 
(that is, the great ones of the earth) violated at 
pleaſure the daughters of men, and repleniſhed 
the earth with ſuch © violence,” as drew down 
the vengeance of heaven upon almoſt the whole 
race: — Was ſhe heard to cry, when the Sodom- 
ites had got to ſuch a pitch of injuſtice, that even 
the ſacred rules of hoſpitality could not fave the 
innocent traveller from their horrid aſſaults? It is 
true a voice was then alſo heard, that reached 
the throne of God: but it was the crying voice of 
iniquity, not of Humanity. —Was ſhe heard to 
cry. when the robber Joſhua, as the Phenicians 
called him, butchered the Canaanites, without 
diſtinction of ſex or age, in order to take poſ- 
ſeſſion of their property without reſerve ? Was 
ſhe heard to cry, when an inſolent tyrant ſlew, at 
one time, fourſcore harmleſs prieſts, for having 
done what they deemed a juſt and loyal action? _ 
Was ſhe heard to cry, when the virtuous Naboth _ 
vas ſtoned to death by the command of an im- 
perious Queen? Was ſhe heard to cry, when, 
at the deſire. of a bloody uſurper, the heads of 
ſeventy regal youths were ſent to him-in baſkets, 
as a pledge of allegiance?—Was ſhe heard to 
cry, when the illuſtrious deputy of the moſt iiuſ<- 
Irious Antiochus* me leren brothers. to be N 
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tortured, mangled; and broiled; under the eyes of 5 
their own mother, becauſe they refuſed to eat 
hog's fleſh, againſt their paternal laws? Was ſhe 
| heard to cry, when the price of a wanton dance 
Was the head of the greateſt of the mere ſons of 
women: Was ſhe heard to cry, even at the 
crucifixion of Jeſus Chriſt; when the earth 
quaked, the rocks rent, and the very graves of 
the dead were opened ?—Is there, in any of theſe . 
inſtances, which are all taken from a book uni- 
verſally known, and by many yet held facred, tl 
ſmalleſt appearance of Ree ARES over 
human miſery? ? Fe 
Nor is profane hiſtory leg fertile i in ehen f 
Revolve the annals of all ages, and point out, if 
you can, a period, when Humanity was ſeen or 
heard to weep at the moſt oppreſſive tyranny? 
N.ay, it ſhould ſeem, as if the rejoiced: for, once 
more, how are her ſentiments to be known but by 
the general voice of mankind? Now is it not 
certain that the general voice of mankind has ever 
bdblazoned the names of the greateſt tyrants, as the 
greateſt and moſt glorious of men: from the 
great Seſoſtris of Egypt to the great Frederic of 
Pruſſia? The wider their conqueſts, the wider 
was their fame; the more blood they ſhed, the 
greater heroes pats were eee che more 
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ks ſcale * honour —Was thier ever 2 greater 
conquerer, blood-ſpiller, and flave-maker, than 
Alexander of Macedon? Yet the voice of Hu- 
manity raiſed him to a God! Was there ever a 
greater uſurper on human rights than Cæſar of 
Rome? Yet the voice of humanity placed him- 
among the ſtars Vet this fame Humanity ws 
made to ſhake and ſhudder, and moan and groan, 
becauſe ſome thouſands of pitiful Blacks, purchaſed | 
with our own money, or pilfered by our addreſs, 
are detained in Slavery, and flogged into ſubordi- 
nation!—T am almoſt aſhamed to have dwelt ſo 
long on this filly argument. Remains to be ex 
amined, how far the cries of Religion have been 
heard, are heard, or ought to . — on n the 
Om in queſtion. 5 
And here, indeed, I am obliged r to own, that 
a Being, called RELIGION, ſeems actually to have, 
once at leaſt, exerted her voice in favour of uni- 
verſal freedom; and exerted it in ſo benign, 
gentle, and enchanting a manner, that, if the ex- 
ertion had long continued, 1 fear that Nature and 


5 Humanity would have loſt their influence with re- 


ſpect to man. Her voice was heard through the 
organ of Jxsvs, in ſo audible, diſtinct, and une-- 
quivocal a manner, as not to be miſunderſtood. 
By ts mouth ſhe tells us, that, in point of liber- 
ty; ſhe admits of no diſtinctions. Jew and Gen- 
F e als; 


| 
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* Greek and Barbarian, the ok 3 = 
uncircumciſed, are there equally free. All men 
are our neighbours, our brethren; whom ſhe 


.._ willeth us to love as ourſelves. The rule of our 


conduct towards others muſt, according to her, 
be that which we wiſh them to hold towards us. 
Cruelty, rapine, cozenage, and every ſort of op- 
preſſion, for ever exclude from ER kingdom. 
That ſuch a Religion ſhould weep over the 
miſery of our Negroes, I am willing to believe. 
Her great Hic- PRIEST moſt certainly did weep, 
in her name, over leſs miſery than theirs. He 
blended his tears with thoſe of two affectionate 
ſiſters, who had loſt their brother by fair death; 
and even raiſed him from the dead to remove 
their cauſe of tears. He wept over the future 
miſeries of Jeruſalem, when its inhabitants were 
plotting his deſtruction !- Such a Religion, „ 
once exiſted, and may poſſibly ſtill exiſt in Eutopia 
or in. Heaven: but who, for theſe fifteen hundred 
years, has ſeen her, or heard her crying, through 
compaſſion, on this ſublunary globe: Her Name 
ale, that aſſumed her place in the reign of Con- 
ſtantine, ſo far from weeping at human miſery, | 
| has, ever ſince, been one of the Principal cauſes 
of it. She has literally verified, what the Chriſ- 


tian Legiſlator ſaid of her predeceſſor, in a meta- 


ore. cue: ſhe, has ſet the ſon againſt the fa- f 
| | . 


i 
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cher, and the father againſt the 


Not to mention Pagan Fewws, or Mobunimedans ; 
let the ſect of Chriſtians be pointed out, in Which 
the has not abetted every ſpecies of intolerantiſm. 
Who, but ſhe, prompted the Athanaſians to calum- 
nate aid maltreat the Ariatis ; and theſe ts retaliate 


on the Athanaſians? Who, but ſhe, excited the Do! 


natiſt and Vandalic perſecurions? Who, but * 
ſowed the ſeeds. of diſſention between the Greek 
and Latin churclies ; and made a breach of com- 
munion, that is never likely to be healed! ? Who, 
- but ſhe; authorized Charlemagne to butcher in 
cold blood four thouſand Saxotis, and to d 
W many more of them into the Faith? Who, 


but ſhe, made an ambitious Pope * 225 facrifice his 5 


conſcience to a cruel Ufarper t, for the vain title 
of Univerſal Biſhop ?. Who, but The, inſpired his 
ſucceſſors in the See of Rome, to attempt and 
accompliſn the ſpiritual ſubjugation of the weſtern 
world to their aſſumed authority? Who, but ſhe, 
embolderied Gregory VII. to ſeize alſo the ſword 
of civil power, and to conſider kings and em- 
perors as his vaſſals and laves? Who, but ſhe; 
inſpired even tlie fathers of a general ſynod to 
vote f the W of To Huf and Jerome of 
„ Boniface be 18 1 5 | 

1 Lata Ul * Patra, 1 N Contumates. kes, 


b. 55 
| | Prague, 


word in the hand of one brothet; to Kab ere . 


25 
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Prague, in ſpite of the ſale· conduct of an em- 
peror? Who, but ſhe, was the MoTHER of the 
Inquisirion? And who but ſhe, dictates 
AvuTo-DE-re? Who, but ſhe, in mort, 3 at once 
bo 15 re foul 10 hell, aut. the body to e 
Ghoſts of the * 4 fo cruelly buchered 
Fi the religious Montfort, authorized by a papal 
Bull Ghoſts of Vanini and Servetus, who fell, 
the one a victim to Papiſtic, the other to Calyi- 
niſtic zeal! Ghoſts of Papiſts and Proteſtants, 
whom our ſupreme head of the church, the 


godly Henry, burned at the ſame ftake!. Ghoſts of 5 


Latimer and Ridley, whom not even the wiſh of 
a cardinal could reſcue from che fangs and. fag- 
gots of the orthodox Bonner! . Ghoſt of the 
| much-injured, amiable Mary, who, fell a facri- 

ice, not barely to the jealouſy of our virgin queen, 


5 but to the fafery of our infant church Say, could 


I ſummon you from your ſeats of repoſe, to at- 
teſt to the truth of what I have here advanced, 
would you not cry out with one voice—in the 
words of Lucretius, Yes, yes! [ tantum ou ſua- 
a malorum Religio 
With what face, after this, can 1 ficklers for | 
hs abolition of Slavery introduce Religion, even in 
| her preſent Chriſtian garb, pleading with tears for 
| liberty to a ſet of unchriſtened ee to whom 


the 


* 
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che name of CHRIST is ohly known through, the 
blaſphemies of their CHiſtian tafk-miafters? Shs, 
wh: makes no fort of ſeruple to enſlave, perſecute, ” 
and torture her own baptized” children Mr. 
Wilberforee and his aſſociates maj} be able to 
point out a few individual ele: gymen of every 
denomination, who. have openly declared them- 
ſelves the enemies of flavery; but their voice can 
never be called that of Religion; who ſpeales orily 
by eHgabliſad churches. Untils then, the Church 
of England and the Kirk of Scotland (for the 
Church of Rome is here out of the queſtion) 
have clearly detivered” their öraeles ex cathedra z 
and thundered anathemas againſt the Slave-trade 
ve muſt conſider the genuine voice of Reltgion, 
ſuch as ſhe is in theſe latter 1 as on our ſide 
el the queſtion. Gaeste n 5 
On the Whole; I truſt, I have ay bes! Ki 
the arguments derived by our adverfarles, from 
the pretended eries of Nature, Himanity, and 
Religion, in favour of the abolition of Slavery, are | 
fiutile and frivolotis in the extreme. I proceed 
now to: offer 8 reaſons enn, 8 not 5 
to be aboliſhed: N 5 
Theſe thus, 4 which. 1 have elſewhere" called 


my pebbles (dran from the brook of Common 


"IR agar leſs {mooth and od thai 5 


— 
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| thoſe which little David aimed at the head of the 
Philiſtine), are in number one more than his for 
I ſet myſelf to prove that Slavery, and the Slave- 
ez is agreeable to, and founded on, 

1ſt, The Laws of Nature. 

2dly, The Law of Nations. 5 

Idly, The Divine poftive Law. 

4thly, The Laws of Selfintereſt. 
Fthly, The Laws of Luxury; and, 
Laſtly, The Laws of State-expediency. 


1. Slavery are. to tbe Lows 7 dere 


That man is born in Slavery, lives i in > Slavery, | 
and dies in Slavery, i is a truth too obvious to be 
ſcriouſly called in queſtion. 

At the very firſt period of his vital ence, 
he finds himſelf ſhut up in à lightleſs dungeon, 
\ whence the midwife, even with her Habeas 
Corpus (as my friend Malcolm M- Gregor wittily 

obſerves), cannot always reſcue him, without dan- 
ger to his little perſon.— No ſooner is he re- 
lieved from this diſmal ſituation, than he is vio- 
lently enſheathed in ene ſufficient to bind 


A Hercules, 


4 P 
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=” Hercules, or a Samſon; and put under the 
command of a mercenary Female Slave: driver, 
who turns, toſſes, and torments him, according 
to her pleaſure or caprice.— From under this 
petticoat- government he is removed to ſchool, 
where a new tyrant awaits him with rods and 
ferulas.—From ſchool he goes to a ſeven-years 
apprenticeſhip, or into a ſeven-years :College- 
| ſhip; in neither of which, he will not affirm, that 
he is not more or leſs a Slave. Has he ever vet 
taſted of the Rights of Maus- | 
Fe now arrives at manhood; and. gets quit of 
| his maſter, or his tutors; but i is he free? No; 
if he be poor he mult work, in ſubordination, 
for a longer term than that of his apprenticeſhip; 
perhaps, for all his life: if he be rich and inde- 
pendent, he will ſoon become the ſlave of idle- 
neſs, diſſipation, vice, and all their concamitants. 
both will moſt probably be the ſlaves of Love, 
the moſt unmerciful of all tyrants, Ten to one, 
however, but they eſcape from his domination— 
to become the ſlaves of ambition; and, when am- 
bition has loſt 1 its ſway, they become the ſlaves of 
fordid avarice. There is, now, no hope of deli- 
very; in their preſent fetters they will remain un- 
til tyrannic Death lay hold on them, and throw 
them breathleſs into a ſtill more diſmal priſon. 
| than that from which they iſſued ; into ?:? 


53. Suck 
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Such is the natural life of man: a continued 
Gia of ſucceſſive ſlavery! nor let it be imagined 
5 chat birth, rank, or riches, make any eſſential dif · 
; ference. There may be an accidental plus or 
| minus in the quotum of ſervitude; but that depends 
not on any external advantage, The king Gs 
a greater ſlave than the cobler; the firſt peer of 
the realm than the meaneſt Faint ; and Lord 
| Lonſdale, with all his mines, than the p r author 
of this eſſay. A facetious Latin poet introduces 
Stoic philoſopher provingy that all men ah e 
or e, _ | h 


„ 


— 1 propius me, VVV 
Dum doceo inſanire omnes, vos ordine adite. : 


With much greater reafon 1 may affirm, that all 
| men are, more or leſs, ſlayes, . | 
But, if a certain degree of Slavery be Gi nec 
ſary portion of mankind, why ſhould the Negroes, - 
who are ſcar cely mer, be exempted from any de- 
gree of Slavery that they can bear If the Eu- 
ropean race, who reflect ſo ſtrongly their Maker's 
image in the whiteneſs of their ſkin, the nobleneſs 
of their features, and the ſymmetry of their limbs; 5 
in ſhort, who are little leſs than angels, 1 . 
"ll 7 notwithſtanding, doomed by Nature to live in 4a 'S : 
== ſtate of perpetual Slavery, with what decency can, - 
= | it be alſertech that ag Africans, whoſe Td 
N complexion, 


1 
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£ ODER EDN beaſt-like lineaments, and miſ- ſhapen 
members demonſtrate them to be he more than 
incarnate devils, are naturally entitled to the fame - 
degree of freedom with gutes ?=—Sirange; 1 un- 
Pr RO?” = | 


873 i N 


u. Slavery agreeable 70 | the Lows 6 Nations. 


This propoſition i is, likewiſe, 12 sel. evident, 5 
chat I may fave myſelf the trouble of proving it. 
Aet any nation under the fun be named ſince 
che firſt eſtabliſhment of nations to the eſtabliſh- 
ment of the American democracy, in which Sla- 
very was not authorized and ſupported by tlie 
laws of the ſtate. — The wiſe and 'prieſt-led 
Egyptians, the learned Aſſyrians, the enlightened 
philoſophical Greeks, the martial and political 
Romans—all ſanctioned Slavery, and encouraged 
the Slave trade. Some Chriſtian emperors at- 
tempted its abolition; but in favour of whom? 
Of choſe only who ſhould become Chriſtians l 
An attempt was alſo made, ſome years ago, by 
our own legiſlature ; but in favour of whom ? Of 
ſuch Negroes only as ſhould have the happineſs to 
ſet. their foot on Britiſn ground. The Black 
Code of Jamaica, &c. was left untouched. A 
ſtill greater effort was made in the laſt French 
3 National Aſſembly; ; but with what ſucceſs it is 
'B „ known. 
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known. So that, if the American States be ” 
cepted (and what influence ſhould one dirty Re- 
| public haye on the world), there is not a known 
nation at this day, which does not authorize and 
ſupport ſome ſpecies or other of abſolute Slavery. 
Even Poland cannot yet be fairly inſtanced as on 
example to the contrary *. 

But, if Slavery in ARE has at al tines been : 
authorized þy the Law of Nations, I may. fafely 
lay, that the Africans have. always been deemed 
the faireſt game in this ſort of man-hunting. A 

Black and a Slave have become ſynonymous. terms; ; 
and African F. reedom would be 8 ſolec um f in lan- ö 
guage. 

Slavery, then, and eſpecially African Slavery, 
is founded on the Law of Nations : let us next ſes 
how fax i it is authorized * he Divine ler. 


I". aua autborized by the Divine pojtive Low, 


LO thoſe who have read tha Holy Bible, ta 
prove this will alſo ſeem an unneceſſary taſk.; and 
as Mr, Wilberforce is, I am perſuaded, one. of the 
number, he muſt be convinced that my propoſi- 

tion is unqueſtionable,—B ut, a Many of. the 


.* ju now learn that Slavery is either aboliſhed.” or 
about to be aboliſhed, 1 in Denmark bans le can <p gh believe 


- % 
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Friends of Freedom may not, in this age of infi- 
delity, have peruſed the ſacred yolume, I will for, 
their conviction adduce a few proofs from it, that 
muſt overcome the moſt obſtinate ſcepticiſm. 

1 ſhall not ſtep back into the Antediluvian 
world; we know too little of its hiſtory to draw 
much information thence. _ But, to begin at the 
days of Abraham; we find that this Father of the 
Faithful had ſlaves *; fo had Iſaac t; and ſo had 
Jacob : and fo, undoubtedly, had all the Pa- 
triarchs; and all this without any imputation of 
| injuſtice. But leſt it ſhould be urged, that this is 

a mere hiſtorical evidence of Fact, I will produce 
formal teſtimonies of Right from the Moſaic Ju- 
riſprudence irſelf, Let the Reader turn to Exod. 

xxi. 211, Levit. Xxv. 39, 40. Deut. xv. 12. 
and he wall ſe that it was occaſionally permitted 
to the Jews to make ſlaves, either by purchaſe or 
voluntary ſubjection, even of their fellow- citizens. 
With reſpect to thoſe whom they captured i in war, 
or bought of ſtrangers, there is no limitation, but 
one, which I ſhall afterwards mention. 
It will be faid, perhaps, that though Malina au- | 
od Qavery, he did it only as he authorized 
Dime „ on zecoung of the e * 
„ See 9 xii. 26 xiv. 7-74 Gen, xvi. Me 
| | Gen. xxx. 5. oY 
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the people he had to legiſlate for: and cis 1 am 
ready to allow. He ſeems rather to have leaned 
to the fide of freedom; from his limiting the ſer- 
vitude of an Hebrew to ſeven years; and from 
his frequent recommendation, to treat all Slaves 
with indulgence and lenity: Remembering (faid 
he) that yourſelves were ſlaves in Egypt,” He 
ſeems to have been particularly mindful of the 
Fair Sex: for he makes a ſpecial law in their fa- 
your; which may be ſeen Deut. xxi. 10—14.— 
But this Jaw cannot bind a Weſt India planter, 
who is not obliged to conform to the Moſaical 
Juriſprudence: It is enough for him, . and me 
who fapport his cauſe, that his cauſe i 1s, in gene- 
neral, ſupported by a Divine poſitive law.— But 
this 1 is not all, there is a formal Divine law, prior 
to Moſes, that regards the African Negroes in 
particular; and abſolutely condemns them to be 
. e deere to the end of time. 
It is well known, from the moſt ancient of all 
records, that the African Negroes are the Poſte- 
rity of Ham (the Father of Chanaan). But Ham 
(che Father of Chanaan) was condemned, by his 
father Noah, to be, with all his poſterity, the flave 
of ſlaves to his brothers Japheth and Shem, Now 
it 18 e wo: all as I 1 5 chat 


. Ser Gen. x 6 and 13. ä 
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Nah on this occaſion ſpoke oracularly: that is; 
he ſpoke the will of Heaven. If Heaven, then, 
7 ͤͤ 


bens e, e ee 
« made immediately after a fit of drunkenneſs; 
<« and that it regards. only one of Ham's ſons, the 
*. uohappy Chanaan.” But the anſwer is ob- 
yious. For, 1ſt, The preſent reading in the He- 
hows copies of Geneſis “ is evidently a corruption; 


for how could Chanaan, an infant newly born, be 


_ ſingly condemned to ſlavery for his father's crime? 
Accordingly we find, from the rules of Hebrew 
metre, that theſe words the Father of has been loſt . 
cout of the Text: and that it ſhould run thus; 
Curſed be the Father of Chanaan, &c. And indeed 
| ſome ancient verſions from the original have re- 
tained this precious leffio—But, ſecondly, grant. 


ing the preſent reading to be genuine, it does not 


hence follow, that the African Slaves are exempt 

from the curſe. Many of them are certainly the 

Mga. of Chanaan himſelf; whoſe forefathers _ 

cpelled from Paleſtine by the victorious . 

- e and unleſs theſe can be diſtinguiſhed by * 
ſome mark: of damnation from their "_ Blacks; : 


Ws e i 
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it is in vain. to attempt to ets any diſtinction in 


their treatment. Beſides, to reaſon from ſure 


analogy, unleſs. the reſt of Ham's children could 
be ſhewn to be leſs deſerving of fo rigorous a fate 
than Chanaan, the-contrary of which the ſcripture 

ſtrongly inſinuates, we cannot believe that an in- 
ſpired Prophet would thunder his anathema upon, 
apparently, the moſt innocent of Ham's offspring. 
It is far more probable, in the ſuppoſition ſtill that 
the vulgar reading is right, that Noah's maledic- 
tion is to be conſidered as an argument 2 fortiori; 


as Logicians call it: as much as to ſay, © Ham! 


e thou ſhalt be a Slave, with all thy er not 
* excluding the baby Chanaan : 7 
As to Noah's being but juſt awakened hn a 
ate of: drunkenneſs, it is a very lame objection. 
If his drunkenneſs had been a voluntary and de- 
berate fit of debauchery, I allow that it would 
be ſomething: but it was the conſequenee of an 
innocent philoſophical experiment, to try the 


firength of wine; which could not render him lefs 


worthy of celeſtial communications; any more 
than a ſimple experiment of the Maſter of Artil- 
lery, to try the force of gun- powder. At any 
rate, it is allowed that ſome fort of inebriation 
either precedes or accompanies the delivery of 
moſt Oracles: are they on that account to be leſs 
e e * fuch e objections.— 


: a 1 ol 
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As certain, then, as it is true, chat it is irfipolſible. | 
| to-white-waſh the Blackmare 's ſkin; ſo is it un- 
deniable that he was ab origine deſtined to be a 
fave of flaves!—And we ſhall, next, ſee that i it is 

our "UE: to 1 him ſuch. 


A 
vr 
* * 
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Wo, pray, wil any: OE Ry whoy. more- 
over, will affirm, that the Laws of Self-intereſ 
are not the ſtrongeſt of all laws? The Laws. of 5 
Nature, the Laws of Nations, the Laws: of God, 
are found to be mere cobwebs; ; compared to the 


Laws of Self-intereſt.. Self. intereſt is the golden 
Image of Nebuchadnezzar, before Which almoſt 


all the children of men fall down, and adore. The 
decrees, that iſſue from its mouth, are as irrevo- 
cable as thoſe of the Medes and Perſians: 5 and 1 
queſtion, whether they are not as implicitly obey⸗ 
ed! Can the advocates for the abolition of ſlavery 
point out even three of themſelyes, who would 
imitate the conduct of Hananiah, Miſhael, . and 
Axariah; and expoſe themſelves to be thrown into 
Aa fiery furnace, in diſobedience to the e of . 
tereſt. 1 
Since, then, the Laws of Inc are e by 5 0 
| ſtrongeſt of all laws; and ſince it is man 


ar Imerl requires hat he fare rd be nota 
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liſhed; it fallows. of .courks, that the dave trade 
ought not to be aboli I have e e 


V. Slavery is agreeable to the Laws of Luxury. 


I do not pretend fo 1 chat che Laws. of mere | 
Luxury are as neceſſary to be obſerved as thoſe I 
have hitherto mentioned: but ſure I am, that the 
greater part of the Britiſh Nation will join with 

me in thinking, that they ought not to be readily | 
diflolved. And though this, at firſt ſight, may 
appear a paradox, I hope ſoon to eſtabliſh it on 
Principles that cannot be denied. Bur firſt we muſt | 
define Luxury. 1 

Luxury is the indulgence of babes which 

are not eſſentially neceſſary to our exiſtence or 


health: conſequently thoſe gratification are very 


many and extenſive. At firſt, indeed, they are 
few, and eaſily obtained: but, every indulgence 
begetting a new deſire, they at length become = 

innumerable.—What is worſe, they become, in 
time, almoſt necefliry: fo that we cannot con- 
veniently diſpenſe with them,—Such is preciſely | 
our caſe, with reſpect to the productions of our 
colonies: we cannot live without ſugar and rum : 
not to mention other commodities which we im- 
port from the Weſt Indies. _ The queſtion ar 
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ie then is, whether or not ſix millions of bite 
Britiſh people, to whom at: leaſt rum and ſugar 
have become a ſort of pom ar Luxury, ſhould, 
contrary. to the Laws. of Luxury, ſacrifice the uſe 
of rum and ſugar to the liberty of ſix thoufand 
Black people from the wilds. of Africa This is 
the queſtion fairly. ſtated: and if the anſwer be 
given in the affxmative, 1. have nothing more to 
ar an. this Pais but if it be given in the negas 
tive, I need not draw. the conſequences... They 
will oceur to every intelligent W aaſten = 
to my. laſt . en k a " ; 


v. r 3 ft Fr ont. te 
Laus or rather Mari "y Y Genin 


"Fw not to > th has a State cannot bat | 
_ without authorizing and, encouraging Slavery: we 
know a State that has ſubſiſted ſome years, and is 
at preſent in a flouriſhing, condition, where Sla- 
very. of all. forts. is totally, aboliſhed.—1 da. not 
even affirm that our own State, otherwiſe called 
the Britiſh Conſtitution, might not. alſo ſubſiſt, 
and even flouriſh, although. there were not a; ſlave 


"7 bought or. ſold. in his Majeſty's dominions— 


What I affirm is, that in the preſent ſyſtem of 
affairs, and until our Conſtitution be purified 
4 from the dregs that were either yet never full ſe- 
parated. 
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5 parated from it, or have ſince the Revolution 


been gradually blended with it; it is evidently a 
maxim of State-expediency to ſupport the doc- 


trine of 8 1 and to 0 the Slave- 


trade. 
Were ! it unanimouſly agreed among our ftaref- | 


. men, that the enemy, while men were aſleep, had 


ſown ſuch a quantity of cockle among our poli- 
tical wheat, as to endanger its entire ſuffocation ; 
then, indeed, it would be neceſlary to eradicate 
it, at the riſk of grubbing up along with it ſome 
particles of the good grain: but as our great 
overſeers are generally of opinion that the field 


is yet tolerably clean, it would be unwiſe, ſay 
they, to weed it in that condition. The time of 


harveſt is not yet come, ſo let the : cockle be 15 | 
ſerved for future fire! 
This, our adverſaries muſt law, is a ee 


ä plea; and taking it for granted that it is equally 
ſolid (until the contrary be demonſtrated), I will 
here raiſe on it one of my ſtrongeſt arguments 


ſhew that the abolition of Slavery is totally in- 


conſiſtent with our preſent Syſtem of Govern- 
ment, I ſhall have certainly ſhewn that the Laws 


of State-expediency da che continnance of 
Slavery. | 


* 
LEY 
a That | 
* 


That old Rate-apoplithegm, Lex fuprema, e 
Populi, is grown too obſolete to lay any ſtreſs 

upon it: and that ridiculous Ekponema, Te 
Rights of Man ! is too novel to merit the ſmalleſt- 
attention. In every poliſhed ſyſtem, like ours, 


the ſalvation of the few, not of the many, is prin- 
cipally to be conſidered: not the Rights of Man, 


to be carefully inculcated and hedged round: or, 

to ſpeak more properly, the authority of the 
cting Miniſter is to be, at all events, ſupported: 

What ſignifies it to him, indeed, whether the 


influence of the crown be diminiſhed or aug- 
mented, if he be the ſole manager and director 
of chat Influence What ſignifies it to him, 


er there be a diſpoſition in the Houſe of 


Lo . eee ee not, as long as 


it is in his power to create a ſufficient, number of 
New Members to counteract the deſign What 
8 ſignifies 1 it to him, whether the Houſe of Com- 
mons be a repreſentation or a miſrepreſentation of 
the People, as long as it is in his power to com- 
mand a venal Majority of votes? Above all, to 
him what ſignifies it, whether the people at large 
be happy or urhappy, under - taxed or over- taxed, 
freemen or ſlaves, provided he can eee 
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/ 


| Aroioor 0 SLAVERY. 5 0 


. 


\ 
— 


34 aDοοõ ron SL AVERY. ; 


has, indeed, leſs here to dread than in whe pre- 
ceding caſes; The Crown he is ſometimes ob- 
liged to court over to his purpoſe ; the Lords he 

is often under the neceſſity of cajoling into his 

views; the Commons will tow and chen be reſty: 

but when the three conſtitutiönal Powers, "4s they 

are called, coincide in ſupporting” him, he will 
laugh at the mere People, as long as he eam do 
it with impunity, and without icnpeachment.— 
But who will dare to impeach a Mini cer, or even 
a Miniſter's Secret ry Were their fins red'as 
fearlet, or black as jet, the voice of a venal Ma- 
jority would make chem wire as che hee ſhorn 
wool, or the driven ow. e eee 

The people, it is trite, 

kitions, and pour in pet 
will be pointed out” as ſeditibus, thi | 
| turned into ridicule, and their petitions treated 
witch contempt: a load 'of lutriber Hing on tlie 5 
ale; fee the ele ace appeared 

in the eyes of Cromwell kn 
things, nothing but an Abldlöte Ri 
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lein 13 truth, a neceſſar r prelude, . N out which 
the luſtre. ou and ee nee would be; con- 


. N en then ex pee nn ths 
8 e Syſtem of Government is a goa one: 
I will not ſay, with ſome great ſtateſmen, the 
very beſt that has ever been deviſed- ſyſtem 
ſimply good is enough for me—I will, without 
heſitation, r that we cannot aboliſn the 
Slave - trade, but by violating the las a States . 
expediency-in-many; very many reſpedts; © --And, 
̃ſt. It is a general Law of ——— 
: r to the preſent ſyſtem, that Liberty ſhall 


"LC 


de dealt out in Uiflerent'unequaliparbels: to;the 


i de e bene 1 to a polis 5 
| High at St. ben . cract r dels of i it fc 
to Dublin, Quebec, and other pincis concerned. 
Now, this di ribution of the greateſt of all human | 
bleſſings, is not made in proportion to the good 
or bad actions of the citizen; but according to 
bis ſpeculative creed! To have the urge 
of freedom, in England and Ireland, one muſt 
ballvns chai Peay Articles, and: adhere to 
che Form of Church government deviſed by 
Parker, and eſtabliſhed by Queen Elizabeth. 

Paſs the Tweed, you vil find things inverted. 
ws cannot there be a free-man of the foreſt un- | 
Rl hs Oy ks 
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leſs Jo" profes to believe the Shorter Cate- 
chiſm,” and adopt the Religious plat-form of Ge- 
neva, as remodelled by Knox ! Go to Canada, you 
will have a greater chance of having a principal 
ſhare in the loaves and fiſhes, by profeſſing your- 
ſelf a ſtaunch Romaniſt. Go to the Weſt Indies, 
you need be of no Religion at all—provided you 
are not a Negro. Now to make a retrogreſſive 
ſort of argumentation; if ever theſe laſt (the 
Negroes)- are to be indulged with abſolute free- 
dom, ſee what muſt be the conſequences Why, 
the Proteſtants of Canada will inſtantly demand 
the fame | portion of: freedom with C their fellow 
| Papiſts; the Epiſcopalians of Scotland the ſame 
with their fellow Preſbyterians; the Preſbyterians, 
and all the other Diſſenters of England, the ſame 
with their fellow Churchmen; and the Iriſh 
Catholics 1 tremble to think of it the ſame, | 
the very fame, with their fellow Proteſtants! 
Good God! Mr. Wilberforce! you certainly did 
not attend to theſe ruinous conſequences, when 
you firſt broached or took up the alarming opi- 
nion Jhat Calonial Slavery ought to be aboliſhed. 


But I muſt puſh this argument a little further. 
Ef Slavery and che Slaye · trade had been abo- 
liſhed ten years ago, by the unanimous voice of 
the Britiſh Legiſlature ; could that fame. Legiſ- 1 
n ae with any 22 of grace or conſiſ- 
; : 28 | 
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y, ſince refuſed to repeal- the 77 and Corpo». 
i Acts? Could the Legiſlature have, ſtill 


more recently, contented themſelves with _ 
ſing a cramped, crazy, and. unintelligible bill, 


in favour of the Engliſh Roman Catholics; ex- 
cluding their peers from one Houſe of Parlia- - 


ment; their Commons from the other; and both 


from the Army and Navy; for the ſupport of 
which they have, for many years, contributed 
double taxes? Could the Legiſlature, with any. 


| ſhadow of reaſon, leave ſixty thouſand citizens of 


the ſame religious denomination, and inhabitants 


of the ſame iſland, to groan, at this day, under 


the whole preſſure of unrepealed penal laws; and 
to be deprived of even a perſonal exiſtence in 


their native. country“? Could a very great Ma- 
jority of the Commons of Ireland, in the year 


1792, without the moſt flagrant—I will not ſay | 


indecorum, but injuftice, have kicked out of their 


Houſe an humble petition of nearly chree mil- 35 


Hons of citizens, which only prayed to admit the 
Petitioners to a very limited and partial Franchiſe, 
in n the eloction of Weir e on eee ? or 


i. Such at 3 is the a of the Scatch 3 
: Pins e The whole ſanguinary Religious Code is fill, 


— 


for them. a ſtanding law; and there is a ſpecial Proviſo = 


in both Acts of Parliament for the relief of their Engliſt | 


brethren, that 10 ou of wed ſhall extend to Scotland : '# 


C © could | 
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could the corporation of the city of Dublin, 1 . 
out bluſhing for ſhame, have publickly thanked 
that Majority for their glorious exertion in favour 
of Proteſtant Aſcendency; in a country where Pro- 
teſtants are not one third of the e ee 
No, gentlemen: if you mean ſeriouſly to aboliſh. 
the greater degree of ſlavery, you muſt eee 
firſt to aboliſh the 1%: if indeed the ſhackles that 
fetter conſcience be a eſs tolerable ſlavery, than 
thoſe which gall the body: a queſtion, which 1 
leave to 8 decided by the Arthas Caſuiſts of: the 
Ei + 8 
51 am n not, indeed, ignorant, that a ſubtle Aickne⸗ 
5 Pa has been made (and is now much in vogue 

ong a certain claſs of would-be-politicians) 
between Perſecution, and Dijabilitation. c Reli- 
« gious toleration,” ſay they, © is equivalent to 
« religious freedom: and no man has a right to 
complain, that he is excluded from rights or 
e privileges, excluſively annexed to any one 
<« Syſtem of belief; as long as he is not poſitive- 
cc I moleſted for believing a different Story | 
« and has it in his power to reclaim thoſe rights 
cc or privileges, by adopting the Syſtem, to 
« which they are annexed. No particular mode 
© of Faith is worth the contending for; and he 
« muſt'be an egregious fool, who excludes him- 
of Bos from any office or en that his coun- 


Cc oF 
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< try can n on account of any ſpeculative | 


« opinion, he may, however ſtrongly, have im- 
_ © bib4d,” Such is the benen Doctrine of 
| gs at White's, at Boodle's, and Brooks's!. 
I ill however be bold to fay, that it is one 
c oh pureſt ſophiſms, that ever was advanced. 
For, in the firſt place, who gave theſe gentlemen- 
5 philoſophers power to lay down principles for 
me? And what if I ſhould think, and be able to 
prove, that particular Modes of Belief are worth 
contending for, and contending for even to the 
P 2? What if I ſhould be able to prove, that 
if ſpeculative opinions are to exclude men from 
Z ſu rights of citizens, then theſe pretended * 
: ſophers are equally objects of excluſion: for is 
not the very point, they contend for, a ſpecula- 
tive opinion? Indeed, 1 make little doubt but, 
that the conſciences of ſuch reaſoners are as lax, 
as their arguments are defective: and that, were 
any mode of Faith to become the eſtabliſhed 
Fyſtem, they would aſſent to it with the ſame 
indifference they adhere to the preſent one. But 
ſuch men are certainly not come of the ſeed of thoſe, 
y whom deliverance was given to dfrael *. *. Such 


men would never bare . like a F airfax, or 


1 bled like a ee 


W 
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But © till,” ſay they, © you are tolerated; 
and you have no right to complain.“ —Tole- 
rated! The very term is obnoxious, and inſo- 
lent. Yes, you permit me to breathe, you ſuffer 
me to eat, you allow me at length, (what a 
mercy l) to pray after my own faſhion: but you 
conſider and treat me as a bad ſubje&, a worthleſs 
citizen, a perſon not to be truſted, 4 knave, in 
ſhort, or 4 fool. In ſtrict truth, it is I WW Do 
tolerate, and tolerate merely becauſe I cannot help 
_ myſelf: for if I could help myſelf, and would 
not, I ſhould merit, at leak, one of the gracious 
epithets, that are ſo liberally beſtowed upon me: 
I ſhould deſerve to be called a Foot. _- 

I muſt not only /uffer, according to theſe gen- 
flemen; I -muſt- /yffer without murmuring; for I 
have * no right to complain.” —No, I have no 
: right to complain, that you prevent me from en- 

Joying pri ivileges, to which my birth, my educa- 
tion, my talents and integrity entitle me; becauſe 
1 go to Maſs! I have no right to complain, that 1 
am precluded from repreſenting a numerous claſs 
of my fellow-citizens; becauſe I have the misfor- | 2 
tune to a in 17 eee 1 have no 


-» Such were | the . epithets betowed 3 a Right 
| Rev. Biſhop in the Iriſh houſe of Lords, on three millions 
of people, charged with no other ern but . of Free 


5 the Romiſh — 


V Wn 


| right to complain, * cannc 
in chooſing a Proteftant to repreſent me; becauſe: 


r. ni Ay OA ; 


| annot give my ſon a univerſity: 
rn ed da ne to articles, e 
ther he nor I believe! A 
plain, that neither he, nor any one of ſix more 
promiſing youths, can obtain an · Enſigney in the 
Army, a Lieutenancy in the Navy, or the ſmalleſt 
place of truſt in any department of Government: 
becauſe the poor lads have been ue, it 
was lawful — mother's ſoul. 

Here, ye pretended friends of hk are DW 
3 worthy of your zeal, Labour to aboliſh 
ſlavery at home, before you think of aboliſhing it 
een When the flowing cup of Freedom 


ſhall be aeceſſible to the lips of every Briton, g 


alike: when poſts, honours, privileges, and pub- 
lic emoluments ſhall be conferred without regard 


to any other conſideration, than perſonal: merit: 


or, at leaft, when no man ſhall be excluded from 


them, on any other conſideration, than the want 


of perſonal merit: hen every active citizen ſhall 
have a real and effectual vote in the choice of his 
Parliamentary Repreſentative; and when any man, 


proper ly qualified, whatey' er be his religious prin- - 7 


_ .ciples, may be choſen that repreſentative when 
the Army, the Navy, the Magiſtracy, ſhall he 
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nn 


ſhall be no more a cri- 
cy, and Orthodoxy itſelf be no 


more the idolized Dagon of the State Then, 
. pens Pa ee 
the abolition af Colonial Slavery. 9 


Nor is it only with reſpect to Re is 


a eee u dec ee 5 
forward many examples of a merely civil nature; 


as ſtriking almoſt as the former, On what prin; 
ciple, for inſtance, but the lawfulneſs of ſlavery in 


general, could we defend the lawfulneſs of impreſ- 
ſing ſeamen; the lawfulneſs of our game laws; 
the lawfulneſs of exempting one claſs of men from 


capture and impriſonment, who have committed 
the fame crimes and delinquencies, for which all 
others are immured;—the lawfulneſs of allowing 
the fame. claſs- of men to import certain commo- 


dities free of duty; for which the people at large | 


are obliged to pay the utmoſt farthing;—th 
fulnefs—but I forbear multiplying ſuch inſtances 

of oppreſſion; becauſe they are not ſo univerſally 

felt: although they are equally, if not in the ſame 
degree, everſive of the Rights of man. On what 
other principles, I fay, could we defend theſe aber- 
rations from Juſtice—but on the very principle, 


-- urge we TRIP gt N e 
. 


2. It | 


who would culti 
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2. It is another ſtanding law of State- ex 
eney, to inereaſe the Revenue as. much as poſſible; 
for the purpoſe of keeping up our great civil lift, - 
ee e ee | irt of our enormous na- 
tional debt. No matter hom that las be 
8 contracted: no matter how that civil liſt hes hoem 
augmented: let their ſtrides. be ever ſo violent, 
wide, or irregular, Revenue muſt keep up pace 
_ Vith: their ſtrides; money muſt he found to defray 
"he Expences of Government, * * n. Na- 
tional Credit. 
e eee 8 8 
ſlavery would conſiderably ane the Ra 
 bothidiredtly and indireftly... ie 20s, iſh 
Directly, by cutting off the on Wen 
Ib imports, For if flavery were. © aboliſhed, 
| vate the iſlands, as the ſlaves do2 
Would you have the tender, effeminate, White 
| ſkinned Gentlemen of Jamaica diſhonour theme | 
ſelves and their native country, by tilling, - 
their own hands, e eb ee 


mate; and carning, like poor Adam, their bread 


in the ſweat of their faces? Degrading idea, which 
tian generous Engliſhman muſt reprohate. 
Directly, again; in as far as the Fortunes which 
: the Planters make, through the hard labour of ho 
_ Negroes, for the moſt part ultimately circulate in 


| JON whence —— — acerue to the 
8 State. 
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Site or, firſt, it helps to keep up whe value. 
of Landed Property; which is a great encourage- ” 
ment to Agriculture.—S econdly, it | raiſes the 
prices of Election-boroughs: which is always a 
eonſiderable advantage to the Boroughs them- 
felves, and a ſtill greater advantage to the ruling 
Miniſter I might add, that their riches contri- 
bute, not a little to the ſupport of our Watering- 
places, and to the improvement of our Phyſi- 
cians: for the body of a Weſt India Planter is, 
commonly, ſo unnerved with idleneſs and de- 
bauchery, that he rarely is ſons to en 
even after his return. wn 

Indirectly, the Slave-trade is Aube from 
che encouragement it gives to our manufactures 
and commerce. We find in'the Weſt Indies a 
market for commodities, which we could diſpoſe 
of no where elſe: The dregs and offals of every 
_ commodity are good enough for ſlaves; and fetch 
much more than their value. How,“ ſaid a 
te trade be aboliſhed, could we diſpoſe of our 
te ſtinking fiſh?” Whither, might another ſay, 
could we ſend our coarſe woollens, our coarſe i- 
nens, our coarſe cottons, our coarſe every thing 
chat is made; the whole rubbiſh of our ware- 
houſes? What manufacturer can reſiſt the force 

„ ng rao pho: n 
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What ſhall I fay of the Slave-trade conſidered | 
as a capital branch of commerce? 1 could ſay a 
great deal; but I will juſt remark, that it not 

nly gives wealth to a number of merchants, but 
provides a multitude of hardy ſailors, and a mul- 
titude of i ingenious artiſts... Our. nayies are oc- 
caſionally manned by the former, and ſhip- 
building improved by the latter. With what 
8 wonderful! ingenuity, indeed, are not ſlave· tranſ- 
J conſtructed; and by what a long train of 
= 1ments muſt they not have been brought to | 
theis preſent degree of perfection? If thou haſt 
never ſeen one, good reader! it is worth the while 
to go to Liver ol for the purpoſe. Thoſe port- 
able priſons are ſo contrived, that four hundred 
men and women can be more eaſily ſtowed in one 
of them, than could be the ſame number of do 
or re e * they are d men Js 
and women. . 

To ſum = now, in a Ry a As Mats of 

my reaſoning—Slavery, in the preſent ſyſtem of 
things, cannot be aboliſhed, but in oppoſition to 

the Laws of State-expediency,. in oppoſition to the 

Laws of Briuſh Luxury, in oppoſition to the Laws 
of Self-intergft ; z- without having, on the other hand, 
either the Law of Nations, the Law of Nature, or 
the Law of Ged, to juſtify and ſupport this op- 


on: Therefore the. abolition of Sen „ | 
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in the preſene ſyſtem of things, dean aalen, 
nor neceſſary. Q. E. D. | 
5 Waren wala diy Wall senf e 
. es else hardſhips, and afffictions, whick 
2 the flaves are obliged to undergo. It is in vain 
to paint, in the moſt glowing colours, the dread- 
ful ſeries of unabating "miſery that attends them, 
in all its ſhapes, from'the moment they become 
our property, until they become the property of 
worms. In vain has evidence on evidence been 
produced to aſcertain the cruel barbarit 
are practiſed on them by their unfe. 
In vain have their bleeding wounds, and mangled 
limbs, and ulcered legs, been expoſed to public 
eemmiſeration. In vain has the muſe of Cowper 
| fing' their melting laments; in vain the pen of 
Clarkfon defcribed their Ueſpair.—Britiſh Intereſt, 
Britiſh Luxury, Britiſh State-expediency, have nei- 
ther eyes to ſee, nor ears to hear, cheir en” or 
their lamentations. OTA GE TM. 
Te Foxes and Wyndham ve Smiiths' and 
Wilberforces! give wp, give up your vain pur= ' _ 
foir. Our brave Tarleton and his aſſociates mu | 
gain the day. What though the Miniſter lend 
you his ſingle voice? What though he lend it you 
ferioufly ? The voice of the Minifter will, on 
this occaſion, be drowned: by the voice of Miniſ- 
 terialifts; e be as in- 
5 | N effectual 
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effeftual with him on your ſide, as it is every 


1 


Fo _ where elſe when he i is againſt you. 


Let me once more adviſe you, gentlemen, to | : : 
turn your thoughts another way; and to 3 : 
every nerve to accompliſh a Reform at home, 
before you attempt to carry it abroad. Get the 
penal laws and diſabilities that regard Religion 


ſwept entirely away—Get all State Oaths and 


| Teſts reduced to one ſimple Oath of conſtitutional 


Allegiance—Procure that every innocent ſubje& _ 


be entirled to the ſame protection, and, accord- 


ing to his rank and capacity, to the ſame privi-. 


lege if the term itſelf be conſiſtent with pure 
Iberty.— Above all, unite your abilities and 

your intereſts to get a free and equal repreſenta 
tion of the people —And when ye ſhall have 


| done all this—there is great probability that e 5 


85 — be able to ee an a abolition of N 255 
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